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r. First- We recognize in every religion an attempt to grasp the infinite, and in every mode,

source, or book or entire relevation held sacred in any religious system. the consciousness of the
indwelling of God in man. We hold that Judaism presents the highest conception of the God idea as
taught in our holy Scriptures and developed and spiritualized by the Jewish teachers, in accordance
with the moral and philosophical progress of their respective ages. We maintain that Judaism
preserved and defended, midst continual struggles and trials and under enforced isolation, this God
idea as the central religious truth for the human race.

Second- We recognize in the Bible the record of the cosecration of the Jewish people to its
mission as priest of the one God, and value it as the most potent instrument of religious and moral
instruction. We hold that the modern discoveries of scientific researches in the domains of nature
and history are not antagonistic to the doctrines of Judaism, the Bible reflectin the primative ideas of
its own age, and at times clothing its conception of Divine Providence and justice, dealing with man
in miraculous narratives.

Third- We recognize in the Mosaic legislation a system of training the Jewish people for its
mission during its national life in Palestine, and today we accept as binding only the moral laws,
and maintain only such ceremonies as elevate and sanctify our lives, but reject all such as are
not adapted to the views and habits of modern civilization.

Fourth- We hold that all such Mosaic and rabbinical laws as regulate diet, priestly purity and
dress, originated in ages and under the influence of ideas altogether foreign to our present mental
and spiritual state. They fail to impress the modern Jew with a spirit of priestly holiness;

their observance in our days is apt rather to obstruct than to further modem spiritual
elevation.

Fifth- We recognize, in the modern era of universal culture of heart and intellect, the
approaching of the realization of Israel's great messianic hope for the establishment of the
kingdom of truth, justice, and peace among all men. We consider ourselves no longer a nation, but
a religious community, and therefore expect neither return to Palestine, nor a sacrificial worship
under the sons of Aaron, nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish state.

Sixth- We recognize in Judaism a progressive religion, ever striving to be in accord with the
4
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postulates of reason. We are convinced of the utmost necessity of preserving the historical identity
with our great past. Christianity and Islam being daughter religions of Judaism, we appreciate their
providential mission to aid in the spreading of monotheistic and moral truth. We acknowledge that
the spirit of broad humanity of our age is our ally in the fulfiliment of our mission, and therefore, we
extend the hand of fellowship to all who operate with us in the establishment of the reign of truth
and righteousness among men.

Seventh- We reassert the doctrine of Judaism, that the soul of man is immortal, grounding this
belief on the divine nature of the human spirit, which forever finds bliss in righteousness and misery
in wickedness. We reject as ideas not rooted in Judaism the beliefs both in bodily resurrection and
in Gehenna and Eden (Hell and Paradise) as abodes for everiasting punishment or reward.

Eighth- In full accordance with the spirit of Mosaic legislation, which strives to regulate the
relation between rich and poor, we deem it our duty to participate in the great task of modern
times, to solve on the basis of justice and righteousness, the problems by the contrasts and evils of
the present organization of society.

Ny g0 IO Synagogue sl> 1, Temple ojlg pj9d, Dhose T
rr The Perennial Dictionary of World Religions, p 602, HarperSanFrancisco, 1981
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¢ Gobineu, Joseph Arthur Comte De (1816-1882)

Y Renan,Ernest (1823-1882)
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A+ Shirer WL. The Rise and the Fall of the Third Reich. p 435, Simon and Schuster, New York
1959
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Ar Barnavi E. A historical atlas of the Jewish people. p 228, Schocken Books, New York 1992
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At Resistance during the Holocaust, p 24-25, published by United States Holocaust Memorial
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As  Shirer WL. The Rise and the Fall of the Third Reich. p 876, Simon and Schuster, New York
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A* Fast Howard, The Jews, Story of a People, p336, Dell Publishing, New York, 1992
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AY  Korherr Report (Korherrbericht) in “A Historical Atlas of the Jewish People”, by Eli
Barnawvi, p 238, 1992
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Ar Reitlinger. The Final Solution and the SS, p 489 cited in The Rise and the Fall of the
Third Reich, p 973 by William Shirer, Simon and Schuster, New York 1959

A\ Shirer WL. The Rise and the Fall of the Third Reich. p 965, Simon and Schuster,
New York 1959
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1. Shirer WL. The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich. p 970, Simon and Schuster, New
York 1959

A\ Shirer WL. The Rise and the Fall of the Third Reich. p 974, Simon and Schuster,
New York 1959
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s+ “Foreign Office, November 2nd, 1917

Dear Lord Rothschild,

| have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His Majestys Government the
following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been submitted to and
approved by the Cabinet.

His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home
for the Jewish people and will use their best endevours to facilitate the achievement of this object. it
being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights and political status enjoyed by
Jews in other country.

| should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist
Federation.

Arthur Balfour”
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1.« Chomsky N. The fateful triangle: The United states, Israel and Palestinians, p 162, South end

press, Boston 1983

V.1 Biblical Land of Israel

\.-r Hertzberg A. The zionist idea, p 623-4, Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia and

Jerusalem 1997

\.r  Hertzberg A. The Zionist Idea. p 626, The Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia and
Jerusalem, 1997
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1.+ Leibowitz Y. Judaism, Human values and the Jewish State, p 196, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA 1992

V.0 Leibowitz Y. Judaism, Human values and the Jewish State, p 224, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA 1992

\«¢ Ira Chernus, Professor of Religious Studies at University of Colorado, author of "American
Jews and Israel". 1997

\-¥ Hertzberg A. The Zionist Idea, p 538, The Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia and
Jerusalem, 1997

\-A Leibowitz Y. Judaism, Human values and the Jewish State, p 174, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge. MA 1982

\.4 Leibowitz Y. Judaism, Human values and the Jewish State, p 175, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA 1992

Yorv



(SIS A g0 (el s> g DI D1 A A>T o 1) Rilhigyge gsloi>! g gl

iy oot )Q.: q..\ia Tl 51 00 youai |, ..QA) 9 0L e !_5_;1)"1'

"
il go U Hlolg o Hlojlu jeide 4 g lad o0

lgo guolol (G5 du b g Vo 4w b Juilywl (3195 TI93 1O o b 1

SUtaT 4 42a b O Syl o 5ol g WlET g Sl ) (S !
Oboge Olo SICS (£9290 (1093 o gl (0T 4L p i diy)f g i
TN 4 Obj SN b T Ll el Sl iy 09yd )0 eBe pE Oboge 9 K
29 875 5ads B> 9 dibeygls grho (el I s 45 295058 OF et 208 50 J Bene
4 Sy 03 gt dWI Jul gl 33 oBI0 g 9  ghiw LD Obo DB dinly o]

Olylsled Obe 0)5lo 4 el 5ol ol g gee jeeday iy cpl j3 3y S95

\RR!
Giplile . ags aalyS Glagle (61 055k i Jull 5 b dant Slagyy s

Tl (2 D o 00 o)l Wb ler el oS Dloge 9 Sl Ol Ayl
30 039 & (Julw! 4 Olg> Slosg i D>lge jeai (> a4 Sl silewdl
N w41 jis K Obose » Elei! - GSolaBl -  cwlw S LS &5 Sl jes

T L X S
SR ST by . s oo il @Blg e S5 Ol g 3T A (Nigyen Ol

Ol 33 5K i U Soge olp>" weFio0 il Dpzles iy sl
Julp! 33 Fj ol 315 Zo8 Julpm! @ 1y O A Glas G Sl obiled (Sl
>y olgr b K o 1 ol o Fu) Gbosg & 3ad s ja8 OT Wb

"y

REW- XY

11. Barnavi E. A Historical Atlas of the Jewish People. p 254, Schocken Books, New York 1992

111 Leibowitz Y. Judaism, Human values and the Jewish State, p 204, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA 1992

\\v  Leibowitz Y. Judaism, Human values and the Jewish State, p 193, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA 1992

\\v  Israel at 50, Los Angeles Times, Sunday, April 12, 1998
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Summary vii

position of the social democracy movement of the nineteenth cen-
tury on the "Jewish issue" and the differences in the viewpoint of
Karl Marx with those of other pioneers of the left movement is the
next topic in this chapter. The philosophical doctrine of National
Socialism, World War 1I, the Holocaust and its aftermath that
eventually resulted in the establishment of the State of Israel, are
then discussed. The complicated Arab-Israeli issue and the status
of the world Jewry at the end of the second millennium bring this
book to its close.



vi Summary

the fifteenth century, forcing them into the ghettos, and the estab-
lishment of the Inquisition in Europe are among the most promi-
nent events in Jewish history of the Middle Ages. At the end of
this chapter, the economic and social factors that forced the Jews
of the Medieval European communities out of agriculture and into
trade and usury are discussed.

The three socially prominent phenomena that caused serious
turmoil for the Jewish establishment of the seventeenth and eight-
eenth centuries are focus of review in the fourth chapter. First, re-
newed interest in a return to the Promised Land enticed a number
of false Messiahs. Secondly, the hassidic movement promoted
"theology without Rabbis" and finally, a tide of heretics challenged
the religious tradition by introducing logic and reason into the tra-
ditional theology.

The Age of Enlightenment in Europe and its reflection in Jew-
ish communities, known as the Haskala movement, as well as the
French revolution, had a significant impact on the liberation of the
Jews from life in the ghettos. In the same context, liberation of the
Jews from the yoke of the Talmud as the only educational system
for over fourteen centuries, drastically reduced the traditional ho-
mogeneity of Jewish thinking. This transition introduced hundreds
of original thinkers and brilliant philosophers to mankind. These
are the topics presented in chapter five of the book.

The migration of the Jews to the new continent, first to South
and Central America and later to North America is presented in
chapter six. The social and cultural differences between the Jewish
immigrants of Western and Eastern European countries are also
discussed. Finally, the characteristics of North American Jewish
communities, as one of the most successful minorities in the
United States, bring this chapter to a close.

Chapter seven focuses on the issue of animosity and hatred
toward Jews, its history dating back to the pagan period, well be-
fore the rise of Christianity. The rationale of hate for the Jews var-
ied at different historic eras. The many facets of Anti-Semitism
and its effect on world Jewry are discussed.

Finally, chapter eight is devoted to important social issues
Jewish communities are facing in the twentieth Century. For al-
most seventeen centuries, Jewish communities have been expect-
ing the arrival of the Messiah to save them from persecutions and
to restore their ancient glory. At the turn of the century, for the first
time, Jews took the initiation and responsibility to arrange for their
own homeland, hence resulting in the rise of political Zionism. The



SUMMARY

in the guise of metaphors, legends, and myths. In some in-

stances mythological encounters have replaced the historic
events. The purpose of writing this book is to learn which portions
of Jewish history are based on documented anthropological evi-
dence and which parts originated from mythology. Secondly, to
find out how the religious ideology and rituals began and have
changed over the many centuries.

The book begins with the Hebrews' simple nomadic life, the
slavery of some of the tribes in Egypt and their exodus, the con-
quest of the Promised Land, and finally the rise and the fall of an-
cient Israel. The first chapter concludes with an analysis of the He-
brew culture, specifically the Israelite's religion and the Mosaic
Ten Commandments. We learn that concepts, such as heaven and
hell, were not originally in the religion of the Hebrews, but rather,
were adopted later from Persian and Greek cultures.

The second chapter focuses on the major crisis in the religion
that is characterized by the rise of many religious-political sects,
such as the Qomrans, Essenes, Pharisees and Saducees, and the
many bloody struggles among them. This period commenced the
return of the Israelite from seventy years of Babylonian captivity.
For the first time, paradise was only promised to those who par-
ticipated and were killed in these wars. Festivals like Pesahch,
Rosh Hashanah and Hanukah, that were initially celebrated to
highlight certain important natural events, evolved to become im-
portant religious holidays in this period. The struggle among rival
sects eventually ended with the rise of Christianity. The destruc-
tion of the Second Temple of Jerusalem in 70 AD by the Romans,
initiated a long period of exile for the Jews. The Talmud, one of
the most complex productions of the human mind, was prepared in
this period and served as the fundamental principle for life in the
Diaspora.

Chapter three reviews the life of the Jews in the land of Islam
and Christianity in the Middle Ages. Special attention is paid to the
Jews in Spain and Portugal, where they were most concentrated in
this time in history. The expulsion of Jews from Spain at the end of

The history of the Jews, like those of other people, is cloaked
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